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Message from Mr Humphreys  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Over the last two weeks, there has been a great deal to celebrate across our school community, alongside moments of 
reflection, resilience and challenge. As always, what stands out most is not simply the range of opportunities our students 
experience, but the way in which they approach them with maturity, enthusiasm and a growing sense of responsibility 
towards one another. 

A significant focus has been the start of the GCSE and A Level examination season for our Year 11 and Year 13 students. 
Exams inevitably bring pressure and uncertainty, but they also provide an opportunity for students to demonstrate the 
knowledge, resilience and determination they have developed over many years. We have been incredibly proud of the 
calm and purposeful manner in which students have approached the exam season, supported by our well established 
routines. Around school, there has been a strong sense of encouragement and collective support, with staff working 
tirelessly to guide students through these important weeks. We know that success during exam season is not simply built 
in the examination hall itself, but through years of effort, perseverance and partnership between school and home. We 
wish all of our students the very best as the examination period continues. 

Last Thursday we celebrated our annual Culture Day which is always one of the highlights of the school year. More than 
simply a celebration of culture in its many forms, the day reflected who we are as a community: inclusive, curious and 
proud of the diversity that strengthens us. Students shared music, food, language, traditions, clothing and stories from 
across the world, creating an atmosphere of joy, respect and genuine interest in one another’s experiences. Events such as 
this are a powerful reminder that diversity is not something to simply acknowledge, but something that enriches learning, 
broadens perspectives and strengthens our sense of belonging as a community. The pride students showed in sharing 
their identities, alongside the warmth and respect shown by others in learning from them, was simply wonderful. 

Students reflected on the legacy of Paul Stephenson as part of celebrations marking his birthday on 6 May. Students have 
explored his role in the Bristol Bus Boycott and the lasting impact this movement had on challenging racial discrimination 
in Britain. As a school community in North Somerset and Bristol, these conversations carry particular significance, 
encouraging students to consider the role individuals can play in creating positive social change and reminding us that 
respect, equality and courage are values that must continue to be actively lived out today. 

This week, we have also marked Mental Health Awareness Week through a range of activities and discussions focused on 
wellbeing, connection and support. In a world where many young people face increasing pressures both online and offline, 
creating opportunities for open conversations about mental health remains vitally important.  

Year 9 students recently completed their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award practice walk, demonstrating determination 
and collaboration throughout the experience. This weekend, fifty of our Year 10 will be completing their Silver Duke of 
Edinburgh practice expedition in the Quantocks. Experiences such as these often become defining memories of school life, 
not only because of the physical challenge involved, but because they encourage students to step beyond their comfort 
zones, solve problems together and grow in confidence. We are incredibly grateful to the staff who give their time so 
generously to support these expeditions. 

Finally, thank you to all parents and carers who attended the Year 7 Virtual Progress Evening.  Apologies to those 
appointments interrupted by the brief Virgin Media Internet outage. We hope the evening was informative and tutors can 
be contacted should any further clarification be needed. 
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Thank you, as always, for your continued support. The last fortnight has once again highlighted the strength of 
our school community and the importance of providing young people with opportunities not only to achieve 
academically, but to reflect, celebrate diversity, support one another and grow into thoughtful, compassionate young 
adults. 

Best wishes​
Justin Humphreys 

Whole School messages  

Monkhouse Whole school 15% Off All Orders – Limited Time Only! ​
Starting Monday, 18th May, we’re offering a 15% discount on all uniform orders, a 
perfect opportunity for parents to get ahead on back-to-school shopping and save 
big. But don’t wait – this offer won’t be around for long!Offer available online and 
in-store 
Offer ends: Tuesday 26th May  
Extended Returns Period: To make things even easier, we’re also extending our 
returns period until 11th September, giving parents extra flexibility.   

School Whole school Learn to row this half term. Are you aged 11-18 in Bristol? 
 
City of Bristol Rowing Club is running a junior learn to row course, perfect for anyone 
looking to try rowing for the first time in a friendly, supportive environment. Led by 
an experienced British Rowing-qualified coach, sessions will cover rowing technique, 
safety, and teamwork - with plenty of time spent on the water! 
 
Many Learn to Row participants go on to row regularly, with some even progressing 
to GB trials. Whether you’re interested in competitive rowing or simply want to make 
new friends and keep active, book onto the course today! 
 

 Mon 25th - Fri 29th May 

 9am - 3pm 

 £42 
 
Book now The price of the course will also cover your British Rowing membership for 
12 months. If cost is a barrier, please get in touch with juniorltr@bristolrowing.co.uk  
 
City of Bristol Rowing Club 

School Whole school We still have a few places available on the SK4, SK5, SK7, and SK8 coaches for the 
current academic year. If you are interested, please get in touch with Mrs Whiting at 
whitingj@skdrive.org  

School School coach 
users 

Please ensure your child carries their bus pass at all times, as the driver will be 
conducting spot checks and the pass is required at all times.  

School  Whole School School Attendance and Sleep 
The Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS) recently shared some 
useful and engaging resources for parents and young people about the importance 
of good quality sleep. You can find them here. We know that when young people 
experience difficulties with sleep, this impacts on their school attendance. We are 
expertly supported by the School Nurse Service who can help our students if they 
are struggling with sleep and children and parents can self refer to their service. You 
can find out how to contact them here. You can also email your child’s tutor who can 
do this for you. Please reach out if your child is struggling to sleep well. 

Year 7  

Food and 
Nutrition 

Year 7 Practical lessons:  
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Mrs Jenkins All practical lessons are set on Classcharts, please ensure ingredients are brought to 
the lesson.  
Wednesday 20th May - 7R Fruit Kebabs 
Friday 22nd May - 7L Fruit Kebabs 

Mrs Ivey 
Science 

Year 7 This week and next week we will be talking to year 7 about the assessment week 2 
assessments. You can find a copy of the information here.  

Bristol City 
Council 

Year 7 

 

Mrs Cave  Year 7 Year 7 Assessment week  8-12 June 
You should have received a letter with regard to your child’s assessment timetable, 
please email the school if you have not received it.  

Year 8 

Food and 
Nutrition 
Mrs Jenkins 

Year 8 Practical lessons:  
All practical lessons are set on Classcharts, please ensure ingredients are brought to 
the lesson.  
Tuesday 19th May  - 8R Cheese straws 

Mrs Ivey 
Science 

Year 8 Following on from the year 8 assessments, we are looking at year 8 setting. If 
students are moving sets then they will be informed next week. 
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Bristol City 
Council 

Year 8 

 

Year 9 

Sirona Year 9 MenACWY and Td/IP vaccination catch-up clinics are available for all Year 9 
students who did not receive their vaccination at school.  
 
If you have any queries please contact the Immunisation Team directly on 0300 124 
5515 or email  sirona.sch-imms@nhs.net 

Year 10 

Art 
Ms Tallis 

Year 10  Y10 GCSE art students are working hard on their Personal Projects (second 
coursework project). They must spend a minimum of one hour on homework every 
week.  
 
Your child may work in the Art Dept at the following times: 

-​ Every Tue after school 
-​ Every Thu after school 
-​ Mon/Tue/Wed/Thu lunchtimes 

 
Please support your child to attend one of these sessions regularly; those who did 
this last year had the most success with their art GCSE results. 
 
Deadline for the drawing/photos for the Personal Project = next Fri 22 May 

Textiles  
Miss Everard 

Year 10  Y10 GCSE Textiles students have now started their second coursework project, on the 
broad theme of ‘Organics’.  
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Year 10 Mock date is Monday June 8th. The mock exam piece will be based on their 
work over the next few weeks - (Organics). 
 
They should be spending at least an hour on homework each week, and they can 
attend catch-up sessions at lunch times and after school in the Art/Textiles Dept.  
Your child may work in the Art Dept at the following times: 

-​ Every Tue after school 
-​ Every Thu after school 
-​ Mon/Tue/Wed/Thu lunchtimes 

Please support your child to attend one of these sessions regularly; those who did so 
last year had the most success with their GCSE results. 

Science 
Mrs Ivey 

Year 10 Year 10 mocks take place in term 6. This week we have been speaking to year 10 
about their mocks and how to revise. You can view the presentation here. 

Photography 
Mr Frullo 

Year 10  Y10 GCSE Photography students have now started their Independent Projects. They 
must spend a minimum of one hour on their coursework every week.  
 
Your child may work in the Art department any break/lunch/day after school. 
However, I have put aside Tuesday and Thursday after school if students require my 
support, I will try my best to be there to help outside these times. 
 
Please support your child to attend one of these sessions regularly; those who did 
this last year had the most success with their GCSE results. 

Year 11 

RJW Year 11 Health and Social Care Revision session in half term  
Wednesday 28th May 9.30-12.30 
I will be running a voluntary revision session for the Health and social Care R032  
exam, students will need to meet me outside the sixth form entrance on the morning. 

Year 12 and 13 

GD Year 13 Year 13 exams are upon us, and we are so impressed by the commitment and 
dedication shown up to this point by the young people in our Sixth Form. Exams are 
a marathon, so we are encouraging all students to look after themselves, sleep well, 
eat and drink well, and do things to look after their mental and physical health in this 
stressful period. A timetable of all additional sessions - boosters, breakfasts and 
interventions - can be found here.  

GD Year 12 We are looking forward to the Oxford University trip next Wednesday, and are so 
pleased that we are able to provide this experience free of charge. Thank you to all 
parents/carers who have completed permission forms. If your child is attending this 
trip, please be aware that traffic-dependent, we will arrive back at St Katherine’s 
between 6 and 7pm. A free lunch will be provided, but students should bring snacks 
and water. There will be time to explore Oxford, so some spending money may be 
needed.  
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PE & SPORT - sign up for Spond (our communication platform) 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS - TERM 5 

16 & 17 May Silver DofE Practice Quantocks (Sat/Sun) (50 students)  

18 May 0900-1000 Coffee with the Headteacher 

18 May 0835-0900 Y7 Careers Assembly -  Careers in the space industry with Equinox LT (whole year group) 

18 May 1000-1100 Y7 Successful Me workshop (20 students) 

19 May 0835-0900 Y12 STEM food tech talk (50 students) 

20 May 0835-1505 Y10 Future Brunel WECA Activity Day (3 students) 

20 May 0835-1505 Y12 & Y13 Oxford - Exeter College (30 students) 

21 May 0900-1505 Y12 UWE guidance interviews (whole year group) 

22 May 1200-2000 Hay Festival - Malala Yousafzai talks to Anna Foster (32 students) 

22 May 1505 END OF TERM 5 
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	Year 7 Assessment week  8-12 June 
	You should have received a letter with regard to your child’s assessment timetable, please email the school if you have not received it.  

